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 THE CO-OP  
         

 BETH EDEN UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
 3201 HUFFMAN BLVD.-ROCKFORD, IL 61103 
 PHONE: 815.877.9237- FAX: 815.877.8736 
     E-MAIL: BETHEDEN@UTRCP.ORG 
    WEB PAGE: www.utrcp.org 
     SECRETARY: Sherry Severing 
     TRADITIONAL WORSHIP: 8:30 a.m.  
      SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9:50 a.m., for all ages 
      MODERN WORSHIP: 10:45 a.m. 
        CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., Tues. thru Fri. 
 

     HARLEM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
            8401 N. ALPINE RD.-MACHESNEY PARK, IL 
            PHONE: 815.633.1450- FAX: 815.633.1450  
           EMAIL: HARLEM@UTRCP.ORG            
 SECRETARY: Mary Sue Wright 
    SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:30 a.m. 
       CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 8 a.m. until 11:45 a.m., Tues thru Fri. 
 

 EVANS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
     7605 N. SECOND ST.-MACHESNEY PARK, IL 
     PHONE: 815.633.4411 
     E-MAIL: EVANS@UTRCP.ORG       
   SECRETARY: Mary Sue Wright 
     SUNDAY WORSHIP: 8:30 a.m. 
 CHURCH OFFICE HOURS: 12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m., Wed thru Fri.                                      
 
 

SENIOR PASTOR: Rev. Douglas Q. Bowden  
ASSOCIATE/YOUTH PASTOR: Pastor Eric Blachford 

  
 

Harlem & Evans Church Council will meet on the 2nd WEDNESDAY of the Month,   
Harlem @ 5:00 p.m. & Evans @ 7:00 p.m. 

Beth Eden Church Council will meet the 3rd WEDNESDAY of the Month @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

Beth Eden is a welcoming and passionate congregation, 
committed to sharing the love of God, 

the grace of Jesus Christ, and the unity of the  
Holy Spirit, with all people everywhere. 



 

 

                     
                        
 

 
 
 
 

Pastor  Doug’s  Dialogue….. 
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Dear Members and Friends of Beth Eden, Evans, and Harlem Churches:     

 

‚Advent is my favorite season,‛ writes Pastor/Editor John Buchanan, in the present issue 

of the Christian Century.  I am and perhaps your are too with  him.  Advent is one of my 

favorite worship seasons of the Christian year.  Advent, our time of worship, study, and 

mission service, all in prayerful waiting and in joyous anticipation of the birth of Jesus, 

holy Christ Child, in Bethlehem stable, on Christmas Eve and on Christmas morning.  

 

‚Come, Lord Jesus,‛ the ‚Maranatha,‛ has been the Advent invocation of the church 

since the Apostle Paul wrote these words, in closing blessing at the end of his letter to the 

very troubled and divided church in Corinth.  (I Corinthians 16:22)  Three prayerful 

words of call, hope, peace, light, joy, and love, guiding us to the Bethlehem stable. 

 

Advent began for us in worship on Sunday morning, November 27th, in worship. Pastor 

Eric helped us wrestle with and understand Jesus’ perplexing words on the end of the 

world, in Mark 13:24-37, in Beth Eden worship.  I lifted up ‚Thanksgiving‛, in Evans and 

Harlem worship. as one of our Advent words, inspired greatly by the Apostle Paul’s 

greeting to the Church at Corinth. Paul gives thanks for the Corinthian Christians first 

before addressing their problems. This is real help for us in the 21st century church!  

 

Advent blessings and ministry are many for us.  ‚Come, Lord Jesus‛ are our heartfelt 

words as we worship each Sunday morning together.  We light the candles of Advent, 

with children telling the gospel story of Jesus’ birth,  and with song at Beth Eden.  We 

light the candles of Advent, with the Advent scriptures and song at Evans and Beth Eden  

 

‚The Journey‛, an Advent study book, by our brother in Christ, Adam Hamilton, is a real 

blessing for small groups, now beginning to meet, in all three of our churches.  Mary’s 

call from Gabriel, Mary and Elizabeth together, two expectant mothers, Mary’s song, the 

‚Magnificent,‛ in Luke, chapter one and Joseph’s call from the angel in Matthew, chapter 

one, are the gospel words for our study.  Pastor Eric and I invite you to join one of our 

study groups.  In worship, study, and fellowship, our words are ‚Come Lord Jesus.‛ 
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Christmas Eve, December 24 and Christmas Morning, December 25 Worship Services 

 

                          ‚Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news  

                            of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in  

                            the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.‛   

                                         Luke 2:10-11 (New Revised Standard Bible)   

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services, Saturday, December 24    

 

   Evans Church, 5:30 p.m. A service of carols, biblical story, message, and candles.  

 

   Beth Eden Church, 7:30 p.m.  A service of carols, sermon, communion and candles. 

 

   Harlem Church, 10:30 p.m.  A service of carols, choir, sermon, communion, candles. 

 

‚O Holy Night, the stars are brightly shining, it  

is  the night of the dear Savior’s birth.‛  A. Adam   

 

Christmas Morning Worship Service, Sunday, December 25    

10:00 a.m. Christmas Morning Service in Beth Eden sanctuary. 

 

God is blessing us with this inspiration, coming from Evans Council, and Ministers of 

Music, Barb Fisher-Livingston, Steve Pearce, Jarrod Severing and Pastors Doug & Eric.   

 

Our first thought, as Worship Summit Team, meeting on October 8th, was for two Co-Op 

Christmas morning services, 10:00 a.m. one at Beth Eden and one at Evans. Our thought 

was these two Co-Op Christmas morning services, for our three Co-Op congregations.   

 

Now, we think, the Holy Spirit, at work, among us, leading us to see the blessing that one 

Co-Op Christmas Morning Worship Service, 10:00 a.m., would be for each and all of us. 

 

Lessons and Carols, the English traditional service, will be the heart of Co-Op Christmas 

morning worship. Christmas music, guided well by our ministers of music, Barb, Steve, 

and Jarrod, will bless and thrill us. Together, we will celebrate well the birth of Jesus. 
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Two Co-Op Home Missions—One to Celebrate &  One Coming in Advent    

 

We celebrate what we did on Thanksgiving Eve, November 23rd.   

We gathered for Thanksgiving worship at Evans and we did this. 

 

We brought and collected together a ‚Mountain of Food,‛ in the center of the fellowship 

area of Evans Church.  We were thankful and amazed at all the non-perishable food we 

enthusiastically donated for the Helping Hands Food Pantry, located just a few blocks 

from Evans, in the parking lot, just behind North Park Church of Christ, 7624 Elm St.   

 

We also committed our Thanksgiving Eve worship offering to the ministry of the Help-

ing Hands Food Pantry.  We are learning from the Church of the Resurrection, a United 

Methodist congregation, in Leawood, Kansas, and whose ‚Institute for Church Leader-

ship,‛ Jarrod Severing, Michelle Lang, and Pastor Eric attended in September, 2011, the  

idea of designating the special offerings of the year, like Thanksgiving, to home missions. 

 

Our generosity we celebrate in an offering of $417.00, our giving in Thanksgiving Eve 

Worship.  The Fourth Day (Emmaus) Group of Evans Church,  November Evans Council 

meeting, on November 9th, inspired by this Thanksgiving ministry, donated $250.00.  So, 

Thanksgiving offering, was $677.00, for Helping Hands Food Pantry.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Saturday afternoon, November 27th, in the rain, Harold Loftis and Pastor Doug delivered 

all the food, filling Harold’s trailer, and the offering to Helping Hands Food Pantry.  Stan 

was the volunteer who welcomed us and helped us bring in all the food.  It was, as you 

can imagine, a wonderful moment, of being the church of Jesus Christ.  Truly, we are 

making a difference, where we live, helping to feed the hungry, as disciples of Jesus. 

 

We are getting ready to serve breakfast, at Carpenter’s Place,  

on Tuesday morning, December 20, 8:30 a.m. We need your help!   

 

1. Volunteers are needed for preparing and serving food.  Please talk with Ruth Becker 

or Nola Loftis, Evans Church, or with Pastor Doug, if you can help in this ministry. 

2. Warm socks, 200 pair of socks, for the ‚Guests‛ of Carpenter’s Place, our Christmas  

      gift.  Please bring warm socks to our three churches, by Sunday morning, Dec. 18th. 
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 Church Conference Report, November 22, 2011  

 

Church Conference, with Rockford District Superintendent, Ouk-Yean Kim Jueng, 

and Pastor Paul Meyers, as leaders, was good. As we like to say from our Wesleyan 

Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren roots, we did some ‚Holy Conferencing.‛ 

 

We celebrated through worship and reports received , from pastors and laity, much 

excellent ministry in the present year of 2011. We are really thankful for the Lenten 

small group ministry of ‚24 Hours That Changed the World‛ and the 100 persons, 

who participated in small groups. Youth Ministry, led well by  youth leaders and Pas-

tor Eric, is very strong  How thrilling it is that youth from Evans and Harlem Church 

can be members of a larger youth group, through the Co-Op Ministry, and go on mis-

sion trips, walk in the Rockford Area Crop Walk, and grow with their friends. We 

have been strong in neighborhood ministry, especially at Beth Eden, with our ap-

peals, on behalf of West View School, to the Rockford School Board, for the school to 

remain open. Our new ‚Fast-Break Breakfast Ministry,‛ on Friday mornings, is still 

another new faithful effort to reach out into the neighborhoods and be a blessing. 

 

We realize that our future, as Beth Eden, Evans, and Harlem Churches, is directly tied 

to our reaching out and inviting new persons to come to worship, study, serve, and 

grow in our churches. We have made this commitment, through visioning, in 2012, to 

reach the goals we have set, in ‚Vital Church Congregations, in the years, 2012—2015. 

Pastor Eric, Jarrod Severing, Michelle Lang, Brad Drake, & Marwin McCarty are 

learning much in training events, both in the Nor. IL Conference and in the Church of 

the Resurrection, in Leawood, Kansas, about how to vision and, through such vision-

ing to do ministry in intentional and passionate ways. May this happen, now! Amen. 

 

Our Upon This Rock Co-Op Ministry is in its 9th year. Evans, Harlem and Beth Eden 

Churches have done much excellent ministry together. One of our real challenges is in 

the financial costs of ministry & how we can fund our excellent growing ministry. We 

are faithful in 2011 in meeting this challenge. Our commitment is to be strong in con-

nectional United Methodist ministry, through paying our apportionments each year.  

With good visioning and a passion for ministry, we pray for God’s blessings.  



 

 

Co-Operative Ministry in November and December, 2011   

 

Church Conference Report Books, for each of our churches, Harlem, Evans, and Beth 

Eden, are available. We encourage you to read the reports of our ministry, as called 

people by God and disciples of Jesus Christ, in 2011 and our visions & goals for 2012. 

 

We do celebrate, especially, Teri Zimmerman, Lay Speaker, Beth Eden, Steve Pearce, 

Lay Speaker, Evans, and Gary Holmes, Lay Speaker, Beth Eden. Their ministries, as 

Lay Speakers, was affirmed, in the Church Conference. Roland Harkleroad, Local Pas-

tor of Owen-Center and Shirland United Methodist Churches, is a real blessing, coming 

out of Harlem Church into this ministry. Harlem affirms Roland with love and joy. 

 

Our beloved retired Visitation Pastor, Ken Krause, continues to call Beth Eden, his 

Church Conference  home in his retirement. Pastor Ken and Judy are enjoying their re-

tirements and presently worshipping with Pastor Monty Fox, in the Cherry Valley 

U.M. Church. Pastor Martha Coursey, also retired, is a great blessing to Beth Eden. 

 

Now, to celebrate a ministry accomplishment or a ministry plan for our 3 churches< 

 

Beth Eden We are thankful for $8,225.00 given on Miracle Sunday, November 20th, for 

payment of Apportionments in 2011 and for reimbursement of completed Capital Pro-

jects, like the fixing of the leaks in the roof. We are, again, thankful to God for this mira-

cle in giving. We invite additional gifts for Miracle Sunday, through November and 

December 2011. We thank everyone, too, for  your Commitment Cards, 2012.  

 

Evans ‚Commitment‛ is our theme for Evans Church ministry in 2012. We have set 

Sunday morning, December 11th, as the time we will bring our financial commitments 

to the altar. Please watch for a letter to come to your home, which will include a 2012 

Financial Commitment Card. Pray for what God is calling you to give to Evans, 2012. 

 

Harlem Emmanuel Episcopal Soup Kitchen is a special mission ministry of Harlem 

Church. We have prepared and served lunch to about 150 guests each  year, in Lent. 

We have now partnered with Owen-Center & Shirland UM Churches in this ministry. 

Thankful we are for this partnership and looking forward to serving, 2012. 
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A Loving Remembrance of “Coacha “ Bill Church 

 

Bill Church was ‚Coacha‛ to the girls he coached so well in Cross Country, at Auburn 

High School for 11 years, 1999 to 2010. ‚Coacha‛ Bill was lovingly remembered with 

much laughter and many tears on Saturday afternoon, November 26, by Auburn Cross 

Country Runners and their families. The gathering to remember and celebrate ‚Coacha‛ 

was held at the tree, next to Wyeth Stadium, where Bill and his girls often talked about 

Cross Country and even more often talked about life. Bill was really their ‚Life Coach.‛ 

 

Many of these Auburn Cross Country Girls were present for ‚Coacha’s‛ Service in the 

Beth Eden sanctuary, on March 5, 2011. Caroline Pilcher, Stephanie Baliga, and a young 

Auburn first year runner shared wonderfully their love for ‚Coacha‛ in Bill’s service.  

 

The Auburn Cross Country Girls knew they needed to so something to honor ‚Coacha‛ 

right there at Auburn High School. Terry Gano, Boys Cross Country Coach, gave great 

help to the girls in their decision to have a larger marker prepared that would be placed 

in the ground, next to the famous Auburn Cross Country tree. This marker is beautiful to 

see, and reads ‚Bill Church, ‘Coacha’, Auburn Cross Country, 1999-2010.‛ When you are 

driving near Auburn High School, we encourage you to see the marker for Bill. Again, 

the tree is east of Auburn High School, on the visitors side of Wyeth Stadium. Another 

way to find the tree is to find the Auburn tennis courts and go directly across to the tree. 

 

Marcia Church and her family were all present for this celebration of ‚Coacha.‛ Marcia 

shared beautifully and spread some of Bill’s ashes near the marker and tree. Pastor Doug 

shared a short prayer, lifting up ‚Coacha’s continuing presence, in memory and spirit. 

This time helped the Auburn Girls a lot in their grieving for their beloved ‚Coacha.‛ 

 

Congratulations to Christy Moluf, Master of Music Graduate, Concordia University 
 

Christy receives her Master of Music Degree, Magna Cum Laude, from Concordia Univ. 

in Wisconsin, on Saturday, December 17th, at 1:30 p.m. Christy’s Master Project was the 

Community Choir Concert, Summer Soul Fest, July 25, 2010, in the Beth Eden sanctuary. 

We remember well the Choir of 60 voices, singing 13 anthems, to our great blessing and 

joy. Christy worked on her Master of Music, all through her three years of ministry with 

us, 2007-2010. This is a great accomplishment. Christy, God’s fullest blessings for you! 
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We print the names of beloved sisters & brothers in Christ and give thanks for their lives. 
Each of their lives and ministries is a great blessing and cherished memory for each of us. 
 
Here are the names of persons who have passed away since October 25, 2011: 
 
 Letty Franke (Beth Eden)   11/20/1930 ~ 11/04/2011 
                  We were blessed by Letty’s ministry with us, beginning  in 1959  
 and continuing through the 1970’s.  Letty was one of our great  
 leaders in women’s ministry and what became known as the  
 United Methodist Women in 1968.  Letty was our beloved sister  
 in Jesus Christ and nurturing mother of five children, David, Dwight,  
 Daniel, Carolyn and Carmen. The Beth Eden parsonage, at 3203  
 Huffman, was a loving and active home, in these years with Letty’s  
 grace and care. We are so thankful that Letty’s children chose for  
 their mother’s Memorial Service to be in Beth Eden Church, where  
 they grew up. Their words of appreciation are included in this  
 December ROCK. From Minnesota childhood to Beth Eden ministry  
 and devoted to family and church, Letty Franke was faithful. kind,  
 and loving. 
 
 Douglas R. Brinkmeyer (Beth Eden) 2/12/1971 ~ 11/18/2011  
  Nephew of Gerald & Gloria Lamb 
 
 Barbara Jean Clinite (Beth Eden)  11/10/47 ~ 11/10/2011 
                  We remember Barbara and her parents, June and Rolland, and 
 brothers and sister, Jerald, Susan, David and Brian, active and  
 leaders in St. John’s United Methodist Church.  Barbara’s life was  
 one of service, as both a social worker and lawyer in Chicago.  
 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. Yes, says the Spirit, they will rest from 

their labors for their deeds follow them.”  Revelation 14:13 
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My dear friends in Christ,  
 
It seemed  like yesterday when I joyfully shared with you the good news of the appeal, that a 
change in venue for the school court case had been granted.  Of course, that joy has not disap-
peared.  However, in the midst of our own joy, I cannot dismiss the great sadness that engulfs 
Thailand now.  The floods that are flowing through Bangkok are now being described as a fresh 
water tsunami.  No one who lives here can escape this crisis.  It affects our friends, many mis-
sionaries and former students.  It affects our daily living.  Food supplies, medicine and other 
items that normally come from Bangkok are getting scarce.  As I write, flood waters are now ap-
proaching the center of the city.  I had planned to attend a conference in Bangkok this week.  
That trip was cancelled Friday when I heard the center of the city was being threatened.  Our 
former student, my dear friend Sun, who stayed with us two weeks ago, called last night.  His 
school was to re-start tomorrow and has now been postponed two more weeks.  He is OK; has 
plenty of food but is having trouble getting drinking water.  He was glad to hear that I was not 
coming.  Eventually, the water will recede.  However, the effects of this disaster will be felt for a 
long time.  Major factories have been closed.  Many warehouses full of exports, especially rice, 
has been destroyed.  Disease will be epidemic.  It will take months to get back to some sem-
blance of normalcy.  I am quite aware that Thailand is not alone in this world of trouble.  Why 
does God allow these troubles to happen?  I am reading a book by John Piper called “The Misery 
of Job and the Mercy of God.”  Piper says, “who has lived long in this world of woe without weep-
ing, sometimes until the head throbs and there are no more tears to lubricate the convulsing of 
our amputated love?  But O, the folly of trying to lighten the ship of suffering by throwing God’s 
governance overboard.  The very thing the tilting ship needs in the storm is the ballast of God’s 
good sovereignty, not the unburdening of deep and precious truth.  What makes the crush of ca-
lamity sufferable is not that God shares our shock, but that his bitter providences are laden with 
the bounty of love.” 
 
So, buoyed by the knowledge of God’s love, our church, mission organizations and schools are 
mobilizing relief efforts.  May our witness to our faith demonstrate God’s powerful love!  Will 
you please join with us to pray for the people of Thailand; that trough this difficult time God’s 
love will be revealed? 
 
And, please know my friends that you are a part of my daily prayers.  Even at this distance, in 
such a different place, your support, your friendship and your prayers fill my heart, touch my 
soul and sustain my daily walk with God.  May you feel that 
connection also! 
 
Your friend in Christ and your Wycliffe missionary ~~   
Judy Long. 

JOTTINGS FROM JUDY………… 
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Christmas Program for 2011 
 
As of Nov 27,  Advent will have started. The first Sunday of advent has been 
completed for our Advent Drama.  
  
If your child is participating on December 4 for 8:30 Worship service, they 
will need to be at church by 8:10 to be ready, as this drama takes place right 
away in the service. 
On December 4, due to the “Bethlehem—A Virtual Experience” activity, the 
Sunday School children will be practicing for December 11 and doing an ac-
tivity for Sunday school class. 
 
For the December 18 Advent drama, due to the large amount of children 
needed, we are asking if your  child could participate at both the 8:30 and 
the 10:45 worship services.  It would truly be helpful.  (The choir will also be 
presenting the Christmas cantata at the 8:30 service.) 
 
With Christmas being on Sunday, there will be only one service at 10:00 am.  
If you would please let me know if you are planning on being at the ser-
vice...we will be able to also do the Advent drama with whoever is present. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and participation. 
 
Commission on Education/Sunday School Teachers. 
 
Barb Stenger, 
Chair—COE 



 

 

Music & Worship Music & Worship Music & Worship 
NotesNotesNotes   

A Tapestry of Light 
By Joseph Martin 

 
The Christmas Season is upon us and I could not be happier. I am always excited 
when we get to this time of year. It seems there is nothing more relaxing than a 
fire in the hearth, a warmly decorated tree standing in the corner and a gentle 
snowfall visible from the window. It seems like I am describing the closing 
scene to the movie “A Christmas Story.” I digress:)  
 
One of the other things that I look forward to every Christmas is the choir’s can-
tata, and this years will not disappoint. “A Tapestry of Light” by Joseph Martin is 
a beautifully crafted work, woven together with many Irish and British carols. 
You are sure to feel yourself travel to a different place as you hear tunes from 
years past as well as wonderfully crafted new melodies.  
 
The cantata was given to the church in memory of Bill Church who loved Irish 
melodies. The choir would like to thank the entire Church family for this gener-
ous memorial of music to Beth Eden. Bill is certainly missed everyday, but will 
continue to fill our hearts with love every time we think of 
him. 
 
Make a point to invite your friends to church on December 
18th to hear this beautiful cantata and to experience the 
celebration of Christ’s birth this joyous season.                                                  
 
      Merry Christmas, 
      Jarrod Severing 
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180 Minutes 
To Change Someone's Life 

Forever! 

The following is the schedule for this year’s event. Make 

plans to join us wherever you can! 

 

11-20; pm   Load out and begin construction 

11-21; 6pm  Continued construction 

11-26 thru 11-30  Continued construction 

11-27; am   Costume Pick-up 

11-28 thru 12-3  Booth Decoration & Repairs 

12-3; 1pm   Dress Rehearsal 

12-4; 1-4pm  Bethlehem: A Virtual Experience 

12-4 & 12-5  Tear Down and Pack 

 

Thank you, 

Jarrod Severing  

815-378-7754 

Are You Inn! 

Parking/Traffic 

Set Builders 

Guides 
Actors 

Food Collectors Music Construction 

Costumes 

Advertising Marketing 

Booth Staging 

Open to All 
3 Churches 
of the Coop! 

Help is Still Needed! 
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….And Experience the excitement of the day after the angels sang. 

 

December 4th, 2011 

From 1pm-4pm (No Cost) 

Non-Perishable Food Donations  

Accepted (To assist Helping Hands Pantry) 

Beth Eden 

United Methodist Church 

3201 Huffman Blvd. 
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Evangelize thyself, Christian! 
 
     As we approach Advent season with the culmination of Christmas, there 
are many opportunities to give, give and give some more.  There is a food 
drive here, a bucket collection there, a secret Santa gift-giving at work, a 
shopping list a mile long for family…the chores can go on and on.  Should we 
give?  Of course we should.  It is a special time of year when our generosity 
tends to soar.  But if we do not take care of ourselves and we try to do too 
much, we might be ineffective in our motives: to show Christian love.  If we 
are too tired to show it, or too busy to take the time to make a real difference 
or our money is stretched too thin, we may not reach others as we intend to 
do. 
 
     Maybe it is a good year to take a different tactic.  We have to remember 
that an important part of giving is to give to ourselves first before we give to 
others.  We have to take moments to feel the greatest gift we have ever re-
ceived: the gift of Christ’s love in our hearts.  When we allow ourselves to 
have those special moments, then we are able to give even more than our 
time and money to others.  They will feel our Christian hearts.  They will un-
derstand the true spirit of the meaning of the season.  So try to get more rest 
this year.  Try to have special moments, like going to see Handel’s Messiah for 
your enjoyment, and pick and chose a few charitable things to do and do 
them well.  This may more effectively allow you to show the Christian passion 
you feel that could change someone else’s life.  And it will allow you to show 
Our Savior your own personal gratitude for the meaning of His life and you 
will better allow yourself to feel the gift of love He gives to you. 
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      PRESENTATION OF BIBLES 
 
On November 20th, the 2nd and 3rd students received their Bibles from 
Beth Eden Sunday School Commission on Education. This year we were 
happy to give new Bibles that are more “kid friendly” and hopefully 
more “inspiring” so that these children will want to read and find out 
more about our God and the stores that are in the Bible. 
 

]-Those students receiving Bibles this year were: 
Kamryn Jo Brummett  Casey Damon                Victoria (Tori) Hart 
Aaliyah Holmes   Maya Key               Dylan Salazar 
Paige Scott    Keira Shannon  Richie Sutliff 
 
God Bless each of you with His great love and mercy! 
 
 

 
BETH EDEN UMC CHRISTMAS FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT SERIES 
 

Free movies, popcorn, Christmas cookies, crafts and beverages 
will be served.  Bring your jammies, a blanket and pillow to 
Beth Eden UMC. 
 
Friday, December 2: 7:00 pm “Rudolph the Red Nosed Rein-

deer” in the sanctuary. 
 
Friday, December 9: 7:00 pm “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” in the sanc-
tuary. 
 
Friday, December 16: 7:00pm “The Little Drummer Boy” in the sanctuary.   
 
Other selections will be offered for age appropriate groups. For further info, 
contact the church office at 815.877.9237 or Michelle Lang at 815.871.6079. 
Friends and families welcome.   



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
  

 
  

  
 

  1 
World AIDS Day 
6:00 pm -Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm-Men's Bible Study-Evans 
 

2 
 

3 

 

4   
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Communion Sunday/Pantry 
1:00-4:00 pm-Bethlehem-A Virtual  
   Experience 
6:30 pm-4th Day Group at Evans  
    (Emmaus Reunion Group-Open  
       to all) 

5    
2:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3154 
6:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3244 
6:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3184 
6:00 pm-Cub Scouts #389 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #2 
7:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3575 

6        
ROCK DEADLINE 
7:00 am-Men’s Prayer Group-Evans 
9:00 am-N&M pack military boxes 
6:00 pm-Lifematters 
6:15 pm-Girl Scouts #3157 
 

7 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance   
   Day 
9:00 am-202 Bible Study 
5:00 pm-Synago 
6:30 pm-Finance 
7:00 pm-Cyber 

8  
11:30 pm-Edenettes @ Wesley  
   Willows 
6:00 pm -Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm-Men's Bible Study-Evans 
6:30 pm-Handbell Choir 
7:30 pm-Chancel Choir 

9 
9:30 am-UMWomen Mission  
   Team Meeting 
 

10 
8:30 am-Men of UTRCP  
   Breakfast & Bible Study 
8:30 am-JBES  Holiday Break- 
   fast@ Hollywood Restaurant 
10:00 am-2:00 pm-Santa  
   Shoppe & Cookie Walk 

11  
3rd Sunday of Advent 
5:00 pm-Youth Group 

12 
6:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3144 
6:00 pm-Cub Scouts #389 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #2 
7:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3575 
7:00 pm-Christmas Glory B’s               
   @ Delores Bartlett’s 

13 
7:00 am-Men’s Prayer Group-Evans 
6:00 pm-Lifematters 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #6  
7:00 pm-Trustees 
7:00 pm-Commission on Education 
7:30 pm-90 & 9 practice 
 

14 
9:00 am-202 Bible Study 
11:30 am-Wesley Willows  
    Luncheon 
4:15 pm-Girl Scouts #3325 
5:00 pm-Synago 
7:00 pm-Girl Scout Leader Mtg. 

15 
6:00 pm -Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm-Men's Bible Study-Evans 
6:30 pm-Handbell Choir 
7:30 pm-Chancel Choir 

16 17 
 

18 
4th Sunday of Advent 
8:30 am-Choir Cantata 
5:00 pm-Youth Group-Mystery Dinner 
 

19 
2:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3154 
6:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3244 
6:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3184 
6:00 pm-Cub Scouts #389 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #2 
7:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3575 

20  
7:00 am-Men’s Prayer Group @E 
9:00 am-Co-Op serve Breakfast @             
   Carpenter’s Place  
6:00 pm-Lifematters 
6:15 pm-Girl Scouts #3157 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #6 
7:00 pm-BS #2 Comm. Mtg. 
7:00 pm-Staff Parish 

21 
9:00 am-202 Bible Study 
5:00 pm-Synago 
6:30 pm-Church Council 

22 
Winter Begins 
9:30 am-Stuffers & Stickers 
12:00 pm-Clergy Laity-Harbor  
   Cluster 
6:00 pm -Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm-Men's Bible Study-Evans 
6:30 pm-Handbell Choir 
7:30 pm-Chancel Choir 
 

23 24 
Christmas Eve Worship  
   Services: 
        5:30 pm-Evans 
        7:30 pm-Beth Eden 
        10:30 pm-Harlem  
 

25 
Christmas Day 
10:00 am-Co-Op Worship Service  
   (1 Service –all 3 churches) 
No Sunday School 

26 
6:00 pm-Cub Scouts #389 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #2 
7:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3575 

27 
7:00 am-Men’s Prayer Group-Evans 
6:00 pm-Lifematters 
 

28 
9:00 am-202 Bible Study 
4:15 pm-Girl Scouts #3325 
5:00 pm-Synago 

29 
6:00 pm -Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm-Men's Bible Study-Evans 

30 31 
New Year’s Eve 
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Worship  Schedule 
8:30-9:30 am—Traditional Worship 
9:50-10:40 am—Sunday School for All 
10:45-11:45 am—Modern Worship 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
  

 
  

  
 

  1 
World AIDS Day 
6:00 pm -Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm-Men's Bible Study-Evans 
 

2 
 

3 

 

4   
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Communion Sunday/Pantry 
1:00-4:00 pm-Bethlehem-A Virtual  
   Experience 
6:30 pm-4th Day Group at Evans  
    (Emmaus Reunion Group-Open  
       to all) 

5    
2:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3154 
6:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3244 
6:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3184 
6:00 pm-Cub Scouts #389 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #2 
7:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3575 

6        
ROCK DEADLINE 
7:00 am-Men’s Prayer Group-Evans 
9:00 am-N&M pack military boxes 
6:00 pm-Lifematters 
6:15 pm-Girl Scouts #3157 
 

7 
Pearl Harbor Remembrance   
   Day 
9:00 am-202 Bible Study 
5:00 pm-Synago 
6:30 pm-Finance 
7:00 pm-Cyber 

8  
11:30 pm-Edenettes @ Wesley  
   Willows 
6:00 pm -Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm-Men's Bible Study-Evans 
6:30 pm-Handbell Choir 
7:30 pm-Chancel Choir 

9 
9:30 am-UMWomen Mission  
   Team Meeting 
 

10 
8:30 am-Men of UTRCP  
   Breakfast & Bible Study 
8:30 am-JBES  Holiday Break- 
   fast@ Hollywood Restaurant 
10:00 am-2:00 pm-Santa  
   Shoppe & Cookie Walk 

11  
3rd Sunday of Advent 
5:00 pm-Youth Group 

12 
6:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3144 
6:00 pm-Cub Scouts #389 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #2 
7:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3575 
7:00 pm-Christmas Glory B’s               
   @ Delores Bartlett’s 

13 
7:00 am-Men’s Prayer Group-Evans 
6:00 pm-Lifematters 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #6  
7:00 pm-Trustees 
7:00 pm-Commission on Education 
7:30 pm-90 & 9 practice 
 

14 
9:00 am-202 Bible Study 
11:30 am-Wesley Willows  
    Luncheon 
4:15 pm-Girl Scouts #3325 
5:00 pm-Synago 
7:00 pm-Girl Scout Leader Mtg. 

15 
6:00 pm -Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm-Men's Bible Study-Evans 
6:30 pm-Handbell Choir 
7:30 pm-Chancel Choir 

16 17 
 

18 
4th Sunday of Advent 
8:30 am-Choir Cantata 
5:00 pm-Youth Group-Mystery Dinner 
 

19 
2:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3154 
6:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3244 
6:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3184 
6:00 pm-Cub Scouts #389 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #2 
7:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3575 

20  
7:00 am-Men’s Prayer Group @E 
9:00 am-Co-Op serve Breakfast @             
   Carpenter’s Place  
6:00 pm-Lifematters 
6:15 pm-Girl Scouts #3157 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #6 
7:00 pm-BS #2 Comm. Mtg. 
7:00 pm-Staff Parish 

21 
9:00 am-202 Bible Study 
5:00 pm-Synago 
6:30 pm-Church Council 

22 
Winter Begins 
9:30 am-Stuffers & Stickers 
12:00 pm-Clergy Laity-Harbor  
   Cluster 
6:00 pm -Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm-Men's Bible Study-Evans 
6:30 pm-Handbell Choir 
7:30 pm-Chancel Choir 
 

23 24 
Christmas Eve Worship  
   Services: 
        5:30 pm-Evans 
        7:30 pm-Beth Eden 
        10:30 pm-Harlem  
 

25 
Christmas Day 
10:00 am-Co-Op Worship Service  
   (1 Service –all 3 churches) 
No Sunday School 

26 
6:00 pm-Cub Scouts #389 
7:00 pm-Boy Scouts #2 
7:00 pm-Girl Scouts #3575 

27 
7:00 am-Men’s Prayer Group-Evans 
6:00 pm-Lifematters 
 

28 
9:00 am-202 Bible Study 
4:15 pm-Girl Scouts #3325 
5:00 pm-Synago 

29 
6:00 pm -Weight Watchers  
6:30 pm-Men's Bible Study-Evans 

30 31 
New Year’s Eve 
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                                   EDENETTES CIRCLE  
 

The setting for the Edenettes Circle Annual Christmas dinner on Thursday, 
December 8, will be in the Executive Room at the Wesley Willows Town 
Center (West side of North Rockton Ave).  We will plan to eat at 11:30 am.  

Please use the sign up list, if you plan to come. 
 
Those who have participated in the Prayer Partner program should plan to reveal 
their 2011 partner.  There will be an opportunity to draw names for new partners 
for 2012.  Those who have not participated may bring a small gift for an exchange. 
 

 
              “RED & GREEN” ARE THE COLORS FOR DECEMBER ” 
 
The United Methodist Women have chosen to emphasize Toy Safety for the 
month of December. On Sunday, December 11 , everyone is invited to wear 
something red or green—or both! When buying toys, we all need to care-

fully read the labels and to choose things that are age-appropriate for our children’s 
safety. 
 

Purpose: To honor Gods gift of our bodies and to practice good stewardship of 
them. “I thank you, High God - you’re breath taking! Body and soul, I am marvel-
ously made!” (Psalm 139:14 - The Message) 
 

The United Methodist Women 
 

      
                FAST-BREAK BREAKFAST PROGRAM  
 
Fast-Break Friday Breakfast Program is in need of volunteers on Friday 
mornings that Rockford School District is in session. We pass out breakfast 
bars and drinks to school students, who are walking to or waiting for a 

school bus, for a full stomach on Friday mornings before school. As the weather turns 
colder, we will still be there but will  need additional volunteers on Friday mornings 7:15-
9:00 a.m.   
 
If you can help, please contact Pastor Eric at 815.877,9237 or 
Elaine McDuell at 815.877.6870. 
 
Thanks and God Bless.    
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                                    JOLLY BETH EDEN SENIORS 
 

The December meeting of the JBES will be at the Holiday Breakfast on Satur-
day, December 10 at 8:30 a.m. at the Hollywood Restaurant, 5518 North 2nd 
St., Loves Park, 815.282.4010.  All members of the Co-Op churches are invited 
to attend. 
 

                       THURSDAY NIGHT MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Men’s Bible Study will meet every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. and 
meets at Evans UMC. Men from all three churches are invited to at-
tend.  “The Journey,” by Adam Hamilton, is our study on Thursday 
evenings in December.  God bless our study! 

                                                                           
               CHRISTMAS BOXES FOR OUR MILITARY FAMILIES 

 
The Nurture and Membership Care Team are again filling and sending 
packages to those in our church family who are members of our mili-
tary services. Post-it notes with appropriate suggested items have 
been posted for your taking. Please have the items you choose to do-
nate at church by December 4. Your help in filing these boxes and also 

providing cash toward postage is most appreciated and will let them know that they 
are remembered and loved at this special holiday season. We are packing and send-
ing the boxes on Tuesday, December 6 at 9:00 am. 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to two of our Beth Eden UMC young people. They auditioned and were  
chosen to be a part of IMEA (Illinois Music Educators Association) concert in DeKalb on  
Saturday November 19. There were students from all over Northern Illinois. They  
rehearsed all day and gave a wonderful concert that evening. Austin Brummett was in the 
chorus and Lucy Hoffman in the band.   
 
Stephanie Severing was inducted into the National Honor Society on November 3rd and  
Lucy Hoffman will be inducted into the National Honor Society on November 29th.  
 
We need to commend these students for their special achievements. Congratulations!!! 



 

 

  THE BEAUTIFUL “GOD’S” CREATION CLENDARS  
 

These make great stocking stuffers!!! 
 
 

The calendars may be purchased on Sunday mornings or by 
calling the Beth Eden church office at 815.877.9237. Each 
month provides a richly colored scene from nature, a Scrip-
ture verse to guide you each week, plus plenty of room to 
fill in all of your daily appointments - all for a reasonable 
price of $6.00. 

Also available again are the pocket calendars at $5.00 each. They, along with 
the lovely note pads at $2.00 each,  also make great stocking stuffers. 
 
Our Team plans to use the profits from these sales to help purchase another 
cabinet for Eden Hall that will become a “Connecting Point” with varied uses. 
 
An added note of grateful thanks goes to all of our loyal bakers who provide 
the delicious Sunday morning goodies. A sign-up list is on the table for anyone 
willing to donate for this special fellowship ministry. 
THANK YOU for your cash donations which help to purchase supplies for Eden 
Café. 
 
Evangelism Team 
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COOKIE WALK & SANTA SHOPPE 
 

It’s almost here again. Beth Eden’s 11th  
Annual “Cookie Walk” and  

10th Annual “Santa Shoppe” will be held  
on Saturday, December 10, 2011 

from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm. The Cookie Walk will be held on the  
main level in Eden Café and the Santa Shoppe will be held on  

the lower level in the Fellowship Hall and Youth Room. 
 

Donations are always being accepted for items to sell in the Santa Shoppe.  
Also, we need donations of small gift boxes, wrapping paper, tissue paper, scotch 
tape, packing tape, and gift bags. You can bring any of these items to the church. 

 

Be on the lookout for sign up sheets for cookie donations and for  
helping with the Santa Shoppe. 

 

If you have any questions about the “Cookie Walk” please contact  
Mary Bowden @ 815.877.4102.  

                       If you have any questions about the “Santa Shoppe” please contact 
Sherry Severing @ 815.877.9237 or 815.964.4425. 



 

 

If your Birthday or Anniversary is 
listed wrong or missing, please 

notify the Church Office so we can 
correct it.  Thank you! 
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3 Karen Parr 

7 Wayne Young 

 Kathy Hopkins 

8 Katie Stenger 

 Richie Sutliff 

9 Carl Rizzo 

 Cari Vanderheyden 

10 Russell Vanderheyden 

11 Elaine McDuell 

 James Petersen 

 Patti Luevano 

12 Kayla Paine 

13 Sara Kallenbach 

 Julie Tudor 

14 Nicholas Rosello 

15 Michael Pastuska 

17 Kristine Schach 

 Casey Damon 

18 Tom Paine 

19 Amanda Andrus 

 Nicole Schandelmeier 

20 Grace Colletta 

 Ty Scott 

22 Betty Wells 

 Raymond Corl 

 Kathy Berschneider 

 Christy Moluf 

24 Mike Parr 

 Becky Quirk 

 Pat Abrahamson 

25 Norma Kitchen 

 Christian Klinkhammer 

29 Dennis Johnson 

 Arlene Standring 

 Connor Scott 

30 Terry Smith 

 Marwin McCarty 

5 Kevin & Amy Seyller 

8 Herb & Lois Johnson 

10 Chris & Courtney Gilson 

30 Terry & Robin Smith 



 

 

WE LOVE OUR BETH EDEN BABIES AND TODDLERS 
Not only do parents take vows as their baby is baptized, but we as a church family 
also promise that “with God’s help we will proclaim the good news and live accord-
ing to the example of Christ…….. surround the baby with a community of  love and 
forgiveness……and pray for them”. We have been blessed many times with so many 
babies and toddlers!! 

 
 

WHO ARE OUR BABIES?  
 
 

Carter Patrick Abrahamson was born to Pat & Sarah Abrahamson on March 16, 2011. Carter was 
baptized on July 31, 2011.  
 

Gwen Arabelle Vanderheyden was born to Russell & Carrie Vanderheyden on June 7, 2011. Proud 
grandparents are John & Roxanne Vanderheyden. Gwen Arabelle was baptized on September 4, 
2011. 
 

Landon William Kast was born to Kelcey & Tim Kast on September 22, 2011. He joins big broth-
ers Logan & Liam. Proud grandmother is Marcia Church and Aunts, Megan and Erin Church and 
Uncle, Cory Church. 
 

Lauren Renee Lamm was born to Brian & Amy Lamm on November 1, 2011 at 8:01 a.m. Lauren 
weighed 8 lbs. 15 oz., 19-1/4” long. Proud big brother is Conner Lamm. Welcome baby Lauren. 
Proud grandparents are Donald and Linda Lamm and Bruce and Sandy Fowler 

 
 
 
 
 

WHO ARE THE BETH EDEN TODDLERS?  
 
 

Caleb Reagan Gascoigne was born to Carrie & Sean Gascoigne on February 18, 2010. Proud 
grandparents are Barb & Chuck Stenger and great-grandparents are Bill & Norma Kitchen.  
 

Liam Brayden Quirk was born to Becky & Kevin Quirk on February 24, 2010. Proud grandpar-
ents are Barb & Chuck Stenger and great-grand-parents are Bill & Norma Kitchen.  
 

Adalynn Rose Poonpanich was born to Amanda Gaines & Paul Poonpanich on April 11, 2010. Proud 
grandmother is Mary Sue Wright.  
 

Isaac Daniel Blachford was born to Pastor Eric & Becky on May 9, 2010. 
 

Samuel Gray Gerard was born to Dan & Rachel Gerard. Proud grandmother is Barbara Barger and 
great-grandmother Anna Lake. 
 

Drake Vernell Wolf was born to Dannie & Cecilia Wolf on June 29, 2010. Proud great-uncle & great-
aunt are Jarrod & Sherry Severing.  
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Cayleb Carl Wolf was born to Dannie & Cecilia Wolf on June 29, 2010. Proud great-
uncle & great-aunt are Jarrod & Sherry Severing.  
 

Isaiah Alan Hart was born to Mandy Andrus & Chris Hart on July 2, 2010. Proud Big 
Sister is Victoria (Tori) Hart. Proud grandparents are Karen & Ted Andrus. Isaiah was 
baptized on October 16, 2011. 

 

Noah Thomas Wolf was born to Dustin & Feryn Wolf on July 19, 2010. Proud great-uncle & great-
aunt are Jarrod & Sherry Severing.  
 

Aleyse Mae Miller was born to Jennifer & Fred Miller on August 22, 2010.  Proud grandparents are 
Kathy & Denny Berschneider and proud great-grandfather is Tony Kryzaniak. 
 

Makayla Lynn Dally was born to Michael & Paula Dally on August 30, 2010. Proud grandparents are 
Rick & Selinda Karl and great-grandparents are Byron & Margaret Hutchins. 
 

Charlie Ryan Shipton was born to Maren & Mark Shipton on September 13, 2010. 
Proud great-grandparents are Norma Shipton and Tony Kryzaniak 
 
 
 
The first years of a baby’s life are full of anticipated “milestones” of development and learning  and 
toddlers are full energy and doing new things every day and we want to make this a monthly feature 
in the Rock.   
 
PARENTS:  Please call or e-mail the church office  to let us know what is happening with YOUR 
baby.  Phone: 815.877.9237 or e-mail betheden@utrcp.org. 
 
 

 

  THANK YOU VERY MUCH 
 
 

From Rock River Valley Pantry: A child who goes to school hungry cannot concentrate on learn-
ing.  A child who goes without dinner cannot focus on their homework. The effects of hunger are far-
reaching and long-term. This is the reality of hunger in our community. Last month more than 2,424 
children came with their families to the RRVP in need of food. 
 
We want to thank you sincerely for your $323.00 donation. With community support like yours, we 
continue to work hard to respond effectively to the more than 6,747 individuals who needed our 
help in October. You help to make a difference in the lives of all the families who come to us for food 
assistance. Thank you very much and Happy Thanksgiving to all!!! 
 
Kim Adams-Bakke, Executive Director 
November 16, 2011 
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It has been 4 years since my husband, Dick, passed away.  Finally, I have been able to apply 
his memorial money to something he would be very happy with.  If it weren’t for you, I 
wouldn’t have been able to do as much for the Bell Choir as I did, and it is a gift we can all en-
joy for many years in the future.  Thank you from the bottom of my heart; my blessings on 
each one of you.                                                                                                 
 
Ruth Plock 
 
To my dear friends at Beth Eden:   
 
Thank you so much for all the lovely cards and prayers while I was at Rockford Memorial, 
East Bank, and Van Matre.  I started out by calling everyone, and gave up because there were 
so many kind thoughts.  Thank you to Pastor Doug for his visits.  It is so nice to be remem-
bered.                                                                                                     
 
 Janet Bennett 
 
Beth Eden UMC Friends, 
 
Time has flown by, a lot has happened and, though it may seem like it, we’ve not forgotten 
the thoughts and prayers from all of you.  Thank you all, very much.  All of the support we’ve 
felt has been very much appreciated.  Herb’s cancer is gone and recovery goes well.  We’ll 
recheck in a year. 
 
Pastor Doug’s service for Mom (Hedvig Johnson) in May was a special celebration of her 97 
years.  She’d been a St. John’s UMC member since the early 1940’s, about 65 years ago.  It was 
nice to see and hear from so many of her friends.  She participated, appreciated and relied on 
her church family so much through the years  I’m sure she’d be glad to know she’s still help-
ing the church through her memorial. 
 
Thanks for being her “church family”.      
Herb and Lois Johnson 
Dick and Liz Johnson 
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Dear Beth Eden Friends: 
 
Thank you so much for your warmth and kindness as we called upon you for our mother’s 
funeral.  We felt so loved and welcome.  Please use the enclosed memorial funds as you see 
fit. 
 
Sincere appreciation for your kindness, 
From the family of Letty Franke, 
David, Dwight, Daniel, Carolyn and Carmen 
(Letty’s Five Children) 
 
 
Dear Friends at Beth Eden Church: 
 
Thank you so much for your warm hospitality during Letty’s service. It meant a lot to me to 
see where Dan attended church as a child. Shirley Ann's music was beyond words. All the 
family enjoyed the warm gathering after the service. We all appreciate your kindness during 
this difficult time. 
 
God Bless,  
Cinda Ann-Franke, Abby Franke and Dan Franke 
 
 
To My Beth Eden Family: 
 
I just want to thank you all for your cards and well wishes during my knee replacement sur-
gery and recovery. It meant so much to me to receive so many cards and notes. The family 
of Beth Eden is truly a wonderful family to have. You are so special to me, I love you all. 
Thank you!!! 
 
God Bless all of You, 
Sherry Severing 
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December Dates  

Harlem United Methodist Church 
8401 N. Alpine Road  --  Machesney Park  —  815-633-1450 

9:15 a.m.  --  Kid’s Sunday School  ■  10:30 a.m.  -- Worship Service 

Mondays -- - 6:00 p.m. AWANA 

Happy Birthday  
            1 -  Don Reis  

            2 -  Elsie Dugger 

            2 -  Nate Cogswell 

            5 -   Don Reis Jr.              

          13 -  Sophia Ann Cimarrusti 

          13 - Dominic Francis Cimarrusti 

          16 – Barb Fisher-Livingston 

          25 - Pastor John Lee 

          25 - Prudy Lee 

          25- Matt McConnell 

          27- Rebecca Gritzmaker 

          28- Barb York 

          31- Jane Pershing 

          

        HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
          19 -Roland & Stuart Harkleroad 
 

            

  Let Us Remember                      
Ken Bahling                            

9/11/1919 - 12/19/1997    

Shirley York 

02/27/1937 - 12/23/1976 

         
 

*     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *     * 
             

               

 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

 

SATURDAY, DEC 24TH 

  10:30 p.m. 

At HARLEM UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH 

Carols, Holy Communion,    

Candles and Harlem Choir 

 

CHRISTMAS MORNING 

SERVICE 10:00 a.m. 

At BETH EDEN CHURCH 

 

HARLEM, EVANS, and BETH 

EDEN CELEBRATING THE 

BIRTH OF JESUS 

 

 LESSONS AND CAROLS, 

CHRISTMAS  MUSIC 

BY OUR THREE CHURCHES 

              

 

 

 

 

 

                                       



 

 

DECEMBER 2011 

HARLEM UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
8401 N. ALPINE RD., MACHESNEY PARK, IL 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

                                      1  
7:15 p.m. 
Choir Practice 
7:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study 
(Evans) 

2 3               

4  
2nd Sunday of  
Advent                  
1 - 4 p .m.           
BETHLEHEM 
MARK ETPLACE       

5                
2:00 p.m.  
Advent  Study                
6:00 p.m.    
Boy Scouts      

6  
 ROCK  DEAD-
LINE 
7:00 am Men’s 
Prayer Group 
(Evans)   
 

7  
Rock Deadline 
11:30 Wesley 
Willows Lunch               
5:00 p.m. 
Church Coun-
cil 

8  
7:15 p.m. 
Choir Practice 
7:30 pm Men’s 
Bible Study 

9      10  
8:00   Men’s 
Breakfast & 
Bible Study 
(Evans)10am-
2pm Cookie 
walk and Santa 
Shop 

11  
Third Sunday of 
Advent   
 
5:00 Youth Group 

12              
2:00 p.m.  
Advent Study 
6:00 p.m.    
Boy Scouts 

13             
5:00 pm Ladies 
Night Out @ Gun 
Club 
7:00 am Men’s 
Prayer Group 
(Evans)   

14            
11:30 Wesley 
Willows 
Luncheon 

15  
9:30 a.m. 
STICKERS & 
STUFFERS    
7:15 p.m. 
CHOIR 

16 17     

18    
Fourth Sunday 
Of Advent    
 
5:00 Youth Group 
Christmas Party 

19              
2:00 p.m.  
Advent  Study   
6:00 p.m.   
Boy Scouts 

20  
7:00 am Men’s 
Prayer Group 
(Evans)  
8:30-10:30 Co-Op 
Ministry @ Car-
penter’s Place 
serving breakfast 

21      22      
 7:30 pm 
Men’s Bible 
Study (Evans)          

23              24  
10:30 p.m. 
CHRISTMAS 
EVE SERVICE    

25  
10:00 a.m. Christ-
mas Worship  ser-
vice @ Beth Eden 

26              
2:00 p.m.  
Advent Study   
6:00 p.m.     
Boy Scouts 

27  
 7:00 am Men’s 
Prayer Group 
(Evans)   
           

28      29 30 31 

Every Sunday 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.  Worship Service 



 

 

                   Rock Valley Master Chorale Concert  
  
   The Rock Valley Master Chorale will be giving their fall concert on Sunday, 
December 4th 3:00 p.m. at Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 3300 Rural St. (Enter 
from the Guilford Road side....the parking lot and the entrance are on that side. 
The church is west of N. Alpine and south of Spring Creek.) 

 
   The guest soloist will be Ronald Burmeister, organist. The theme will be "Bach to the Future" 
with music consisting of Bach, Brahms, Verdi, and Gershwin among others. There will be a free 
will offering. 
 
   The chorale is proud of its 33 year history and Barb Fisher-Livingston has performed with 
them for 32 of those years. It is an auditioned ensemble of skilled singers who enjoy performing 
choral literature of many genres that is both challenging and of the highest caliber. John 
Wahlquist is the current director. 
 
   Any questions or info regarding directions, please contact Barb, 815-964-2647. 
 
   A great way to start the Advent season with music. 

 
 

CARPENTER’S PLACE BREAKFAST 

 

Tuesday, December 20th 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.  

           

Harlem, Evans and Beth Eden in Co-Op ministry 

  

Breakfast, prepared and served for 75 to 80 ―Guests of Carpenter’s Place. Christmas carols sing-

ing before breakfast. Ruth Becker, song leader & Karen Weiss, pianist. Beautiful Christmas mu-

sic with the guests. 

 

Warm socks, our Christmas gift for each guest. Please bring warm socks to ―sock boxes‖ in Har-

lem, Evans & Beth Eden Churches by Sunday, December 18th. Last year, 2010, one guest with 

cold feet put on her new socks immediately. This brought tears to  our eyes. 

 

Helpers are needed along with 200 pairs of warm socks. Please call Nola Loftis or Ruth Becker 

(Evans) or the church offices of Harlem, Evans & Beth Eden. 

 

Thank you! May God Bless this Advent Ministry, we do, for the guests of Carpenter’s Place in 

the name of the coming Christ Child. Thanks Be to God 
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       Birthdays  
DEC  6– Angie Cobb 

DEC   9– Rick Prentice 

DEC 22 – Roger Sloggett 

 DEC 22 – Tara  Pearce 

 DEC 25 – Pastor John Lee 

 DEC 25– Prudy Lee 

 DEC 26 – Kayla Merfeld 

 DEC 29– Louise Paxton 
            

Greeters 
      December   4- David & Muriel Blake  

      December  11 - Dennis & JoAnn Munn  

      December  18 - David & Ruth Becker 

      December  25-  David & Carol Burnside 

 

Ushers 
            Jim Elliott, Harold Loftis 

                         Fred Alexander 

             
               UMW/SARAH CIRCLE 

  December 7th meeting at Cindy 
Drake’s house with luncheon at 
noon. Don’t forget to bring your     

baskets, with fruit and 2 doz cookies. 
   Hostess -  Cindy Drake 
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We care about you, but we are not always updated on your needs.  If you or someone in your family is ill 
or hospitalized, and you would like them to receive a visit or be included in prayers, please let us know. 

Evans United Methodist Church 
7605 N. Second Street  — Machesney Park, IL    

Phone Number — (815) 633-4411 
Sunday Worship - 8:30 a.m. ~ Sunday School - 10:15 a.m. 

December Dates  

 LECTORS 
  December 4- Sally Tammes                
December 11- Helen Dilley 

December 18- David Burnside 

   December 25 Joyce Eyster 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 

Saturday, EVANS UMC             

DECEMBER 24th 5:30 p.m. 

 

Christmas Morning Service 10:00 

a.m.at Beth Eden Church.  

 

Harlem, Evans, and Beth Eden   

celebrating the birth of Jesus 

 

Lessons & Carols, Christmas music 

by our three churches 
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EVANS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

                        1  
 7:30 p.m. 
Men’s Bible 
Study    

2 3 

4  
1-4 p.m. Beth-
lehem-A Virtual     
Experience at 
Beth Eden 

5  
5:00 pm Girl 
Scouts        
6:00 p.m.  Girl 
Scouts 

6       
ROCK  
DEADLINE 
7:00 a.m. 
Men’s Prayer 
Group  
 

7  
11:30 am 
Wesley Wil-
lows Luncheon 
7:00 pm  
Church Council 

8 
7:30 p.m. 
Men’s Bible 
Study 

9 10  
8:00 a.m.  Men’s 
Breakfast  (EVANS)    
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 
p.m. Cookie Walk 
& Santa Shop at 
(Beth Eden ) 

11 
Third Sunday  
of Advent 

12 
5:00 p.m. 
Girl Scouts 
6:00 p.m. Girl 
Scouts 

13  
7:00 a.m. 
Men’s Prayer 
Group  

14 
  

15  
 7:30 p.m. 
Men s Bible 
Study 

16 17 

18  
Fourth Sunday 
of Advent 

19 
5:00 p.m. 
Girl Scouts     
6:00 p.m. Girl 
Scouts 

20   
8:30-10:30 am 
Co-op Ministry 
at Carpenter’s 
Place serving 
breakfast 

21     22    
7:30 p.m.  
Men’s Bible 
Study   

23 
  

24  
5:30 p.m.   
Christmas Eve 
Service at Evans 

25  
10:00 am  
Christmas 
Worship ser-
vice @ Beth 
Eden 

26  
5:00 pm Girl 
Scouts 
6:00 p.m. Girl 
Scouts 

27  
 7:00 a.m. 
Men’s Prayer 
Group 

28 29 
7:30 p.m. 
Men’s Bible 
Study   
   

30      31 
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 WALK TO EMMAUS 
 

Have you thought about taking this Spiritual Journey?  
Plan ahead! 

The next Men’s Walk is April 19-22, 2012 and  
the next Women’s Walk is April 26-29, 2012. 

Both walks will be at Loyola University Retreat and  
Ecology Campus, Woodstock, IL 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the Walk to  
Emmaus you can go to their website at www.nil-emmaus.org  

or see anyone who has been on the walk.  
It’s an experience you don’t want to miss! 

 
Chrysalis is open to young people of any Christian denomination. 
The ages include upper high school students (ages 15-18 and com-
pleted 9th grade) and young adults (ages 19-24 and graduated from 
high school). We invite you to join in a flight or journey, an exciting 

three days of experiencing God's love in a fresh new way. Spread your wings. 
 

The next Chrysalis Flight will be August 3-5, 2012 at Judson College in  
Elgin, IL. For more information go to their website at  

http://www.upperroom.org/chrysalis/ 

 
         UNIITED METHODIST MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 

 

What is a Marriage Encounter Weekend? It is a 44 hour weekend that 
teaches couples married from 3 to 50+ years communication skills that can 
refresh and sustain their relationship. Couples often return from the week-
end with a renewed image of themselves, and a renewed commitment to God 
and to the Church. 

 

 Discover God’s desire for your marriage on a  
Marriage Encounter United Methodist Weekend.  

 

A spring weekend is scheduled for April 20-22, 2012 –Bloomington, IL. 
Registrations are needed 2 weeks prior to a weekend.  

To register or to learn more about the weekend, click on our Illinois website:   
www.ilencounter.org or our national site: www.encounter.org.  

           To call: Jack & Yvonne Hall  309-965-2343  



 

 

Production & 
Mailing 

“Royal Order of 
Stuffers & Stickers” 

Published monthly at 
Beth Eden UMC 

 3201 Huffman Blvd., 
Rockford, IL  
61103-2941 

Postage/fees are paid 
in Rockford, IL 

Contributors 
Pastor Doug 
Pastor Eric 
Sherry Severing 
Mary Sue Wright 
Jarrod Severing 
Lyle Syverson 
Norma Shipton 
Michelle Lang 
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